More About Snow Snakes
Supplement to Snow Snakes Comprehensive Study and Competition Lesson Plan
The snow snakes track is made by piling up snow about 76 cm (30 inches) high, gradually sloping to ground level by the end of the run. Some tracks run a mile in length! Typically the track is built on the day it is to be used. A log is used to make a smooth groove along the top center area for the snow snake to travel. The grooved track needs to be kept as straight and even as possible. 

The length of a snow snake can vary and specific lengths have names: those about 1.21 meters (4 feet) long are called a “Mudcats” and ones that are the shortest - about 15 cm (6 inches) long – are called a “Snow darts.” Yet some are 1.83 meters (6 feet) long or more. Typically the wood is harvested and cured up to eight years to assure the snake doesn’t crack or curl. Oils and waxes are applied to prepare the snake to travel over the snow easily.

The team consists of three members - a Shiner who prepare the snake for the weather conditions, a Thrower who throws the snake onto the track, and a Marker who indicates the distance the snake travels on the track. Records have shown snakes have travelled up to 2.4 kilometers (1.5 miles). The Thrower’s style is personal and requires finesse rather than power. Some groups built up jumps or barriers to break through when throwing snow snakes.

