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Code Talker

Getting Started

The principal of your school wants to raise test scores. He decides that
all students must leam a new language called "Babble.” The principal
feels that lsaming this language will increase studants” critical thinking
abilities and that will incraasa their test scoras.

Onca the students leam Babbla, thay are forbidden to speak any othar
language in school. Studants who use the language comactly are
rewardad with parties. They all speak Babble at the partias. Those who
don't speak Babble well are not invited fo the partias. Instead they have
to spand more time studying Babble.

Make notes about how this would affect yvou.

*  How would you fael about having o use this new language?
* How could this languagsa wnite you with people?

+ How could it separate you from peopla?

Connect to The Exchange Question Discuss how thiz situation
could relate to The Exchangs Qusstion: How can language divide
and unite people? Summarize your discussion.

Student Joumal page 2 of 12
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Code Talker

Introduction

Read the Introduction on pagas 9-11 in Code Talkar. The Introduction will
help you understand key concepts in the book. Knowing them will help
you discuss and write about the book.

The Intreduction incledas information about
* why tha Navajo language was used in WWII
+ how the Navajo code works
+ why the author wrote the book

After you read the Introduction, answer these guestions to check your
understanding.

1. Why wers Mavajos used as code talkers?

2. Who created the Mavajo code and how does it work?

3. Why did Josaph Bruchac write Code Taker? What research did he do?

Student Journal page 3 of 12 B Hampizn Brown
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Code Talker

Introduction: Key Concepts

Personal Experience Chart

Study the Personal Experience Chart for racruit. Write a santance
using the word recruif.

Personal Experience Chart

Key Concept: recruit

Key Concepts

confidential
conform
contribution
recruit
tolerate

Define or rename: 10 supply a group with new members or

emplouges; o angage people for milifary service

Specific BEcamples

Sehool: The baseball Werk: The restaurant mui‘{'qr!j: The mi‘i‘i‘qr‘j
team be.ﬁqh to recruif had fo recruit mere J:Jegth to recruif
wlw members after waiters so Hm_., il mimbers from
[ﬂi'ih(j a let of GAMES. hired me. o .:o“e.ﬁe after the
war lﬂg Ak
Personal Connection:

On a separate shest of paper, create a similar Personal Experience

Chart for 2ach of the Key Concept words.

Student Joumnal page d of 12
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Code Talker

Respond to Chapters 1-9

1. Personal Response Mad tells about some of the Navajo traditions,
sayings, and ceremonias. What traditions does your family have and
how are they important fo you?

2. Paraphrase What does Med mean whan ha says that Johnny
“was a different man™ after he returned from tha war? Use the word
contribufion in your response.

3. Character's Point of View Why is Ned so upsat about his punishment
from Mr. Straight?

4. Generate Questions Write a question about this section for someona
else reading this book. Exchange guestions with tham. Do you agree
with their answar?

Student Joumnal page 5 of 12 OP———
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Code Talker

Respond to Chapters 1-9, conirued
5. Character's Point of View In Chapters 1-9, Ned leaves homsa and

his lifa changes. List what happans to Mad at mission schoaol in the
Causas column and then list the effects of these events.

Cause and Effect Chart
Causes Effects

What happens at mission school that makes Ned so eager to become
a Maring?

Student Joumal page B of 12

& Hamgton-Grown
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Code Talker

Respond to Chapters 10-16

1. Personal Response The Mavajo languags is wery important to the war
effort. Why is your language important to you?

2. Summarize Why arz the code talkers never officially recognized
during the war? Use the word confidential in your responsa.

3. Mood What is the mood at Fort Elliot like? How doss it make Ned and
the other Navajo Marines fesl?

4. Generate Questions Write a question about this section for someons
else reading this book. Exchange questions with tham. Do you agrae
with their answer?

Student Journal page ¥ of 12

& Hamgton-Rown
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Code Talker

Respond to Chapters 10-16, .o
5. Cause and Effact Ned goes through boot camp, leams the coda,

and prepares for fighting. List Med's feelings and experiences in the
Details Web.

Details Web

Med's Feeli ngs

and Errrrienr_' @5

at Boot Camp |-

How does being Navajo affect Ned's feslings and experiencas in
the Marines?

Student Joumnal page B o1 12 [YP———
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Code Talker

Respond to Chapters 17-21

1. Personal Response Med is glad that friends surmound him during the
war. Who or what helps you deal with tough experiencas? Why?

2. Parallelism Do you ses any parallels betwesn how the Japanese treat
the native islanders and how the United States treat Native Americans?
Usa the word folerafe in your responsa.

3. Minor Characters Who are the minor charactars that Mad encounters
while he is on Bougainville and Guam? Why ars they includad in the
story?

4. Generate Questions Write a question about this section for somaona
else reading this book. Exchange questions with them. Do you agree
with their answear?

Student Joumal paga 9 of 12

& Hamgizn-rown
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Code Talker

Respond to Chapters 17-21, contned

5. Setting In Chapters 17-21, you read about the first two islands Med is
sant to during the war. Write charactaristics and events that occur on
each island and on both

Venn Diagram

Buugqi wville

How do the different seftings affect the marines? What helps tham
deal with their challenges?

Student Joumnal page 10 or 12 B Hiamten drown
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Code Talker
Respond to Chapters 22-Author’s Note

1. Personal Response MNed and the other cods talkers are proud
of the important work they do during the war. Describe a job or
accomplishment that you are prowd of.

2. Summarize Who are the Thought Police? Why do you think the
Japanesa military feels it is necessary to form this organization? Usa
the word conform in your responsa.

3. Comparisons Compars the Amencan newspapers and the Japanesa
newspapers. How are the descriptions of the war in each newspaper
diffarent?

4. Connect Look at your notas on Student Journal, page 2. Think about what might
happen if you weare forced to speak a new language. Compare this to Code Taker.
Why doos the Navajo language divide and unite Ned and other peopla?

Student Journal page 11 or 1z [yR——
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Code Talker

Respond to Chapters 22—Author’s Note, crireo
5. Perspectives Med and the other code talkers help bring the war to

an end. List the ways Mavajos wers treated after the war. Usa the

Details Trea to answer the question.

Details Tree
Treatment After Hhe War

If you wera a code talker, how would you have felt about what

happenad to you after the war?
Student Journal page 12 or 12 [yR——
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Week 1 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 1-9 (p. 1-56)

Navajo
It is a true story of how Navajo Marine helped America win a great war.
What I think the word means: Actual meaning:

Part of spez-ch:

My sentence using this word:

hogan
However, I did drag my feet as I came out from behind our Hogan to see
what T knew I would see.

What I think the word means: Actual meaning:

| Part of speech:

My sentence using this word:

15
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Week 1 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 1-9 (p. 1-56)

turquoise .

She wore all her silver and turquoise jewelry.

What I think the word means: Actual meaning:

@

Part of speech:

My sentence using this word:

mission

Now he was taking me there, to Gallup, where the mission school was located.

What T think the word means: Actual meaning:

Part of speech:

My sentence using this word:

16
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Week 1 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 1-9 (p. 1-56)

misfortune
| Cutting your hair was believed to bring misfortune to you, .
What I think the word means: Actual meaning:

Bilagd anaa

| To learn the ways of the bilagdanaa, the white people, is a good thing.

What I think the word means. Actual meaning:

Part of speech:

My senfence ﬁsing this word:

17
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Week 1 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 1-9 (p. 1-56)

military
In exchange for my clothing and jewelry, I issued a military-style uniform
made of cloth that was rough and itchy. o L
What I think the word means: Actual meaning:

Part of speech:

My sentence using this word-

Marine

As a Marine, one of the proud and few, you will have the chance to travel,
learn new skills, and meet interesting people.

What I think the word means: Actual meaning:

Part of speech:

My sentence us:ing thi§ word:

18
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Week 1 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 1-9 (p. 1-56)

[

sacred

What I think the word means: Actual meaning:

Part of -s;e_.z-ch: _M

My sentence using this word:

ceremony
There is not much te say about the time between the noon meal and the
evening when the ceremony began. .
What I think the word means: { Actual meaning:

_In the past, no enemies had ever been able to invade 1_heir.sa_cLe_d islands.

Part of speech:

My sentence using this word:

19
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Week 1 Vocabulary and Spelling List

Chapters 1-9 (p. 1-56)

i Fo

platoon

In most recruit platoons, there are even men who have never held a gun.

What I think the word means: Actual meaning:

I

Part of speech:

My sentence using-Tﬂiaﬁrd.:_ '

Blessingway

With the protection of Hozhqqji, "the Blessingway”, I might be kept safe
| when I went into danger.
What I think the word means: Actual meaning:

| Part of speech:

My sentence using this word:

20
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Week 2 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 10-16 (p. 57-112)

exile

Mow, eighty wears later, Mavajos were making that same trip again. This time,

though, it was mot to ga into exdle.

W'hat Ithirk the word means: Lctual meaning:

Part of speach:

My sentence using this word:

calisthenics

Funning, climbing, and doing calisthenics was easy far me.

W'hat I thirk the word means: Actual meaning:

Fart of speach:

My sentence using this word:

21
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Week 2 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 10-16 (p. 57-112)

sergeant

Vi'e burst out loughing. Even the sergeant shook his head in amusement.

Vi'lhat Ithink the word means: Actual meaning:

Part of speech:

Wy sentence using this word:

amphibious

After all we were called Marines and were part of amphibious units.

VWi'hat I thirk the word mems: Actual meming:

Fart of speech:

ity sentence using this word:

22
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Week 2 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 10-16 (p. 57-112)

leatherneck

The first was that T was now a real leatherneck.

Wi'hat Ithirk the ward means: Actual meaning:

Fart of speach:

My sentence using this word:

Japanese
After the war the Jopmese had decided ta be prepared for something like
that if they bad fo fight America.

W'hat I thirk the word means: Actual meaning:

Part of speech:

W sentence using this word:

23
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Week 2 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 10-16 (p. 57-112)

pollen
I tock corn pollen from the pouch I always carried at my waist, touched it fo
my tangue and the top of my head, thenlifted it up to the four sacred
directions as I greeted the dawn.

W'hat I thirk the word means: Actual meaning:

Part of speach:

My sentence using this word:

translated

After it was written, it could be translated.

W'hat I thirk the word means: Actual meaning:

Part of speach:

Wy sentence using this word:

24
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Week 2 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 10-16 (p. 57-112)

“alligator”

They did so for the equipment we used-like the name "alligatar” given to our
landing boats.

W'hat Ithink the word means: Actual meaning:

Fart of speech:

Wy sentence using this word:

reconnaissance

Aerial recornaissance had revealed where the main concentrations of
Japanese defenders seemed to be,

What Ithirk the word means: Actual meaning:

Fart of speech:

Wy sentence using this word:

25
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Week 2 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 10-16 (p. 57-112)

bombardment

COur raval Bembardment went onoand on, but I oould feel in my bones that
there were still enemy saldiers alive on Elue Bzach.

W'hat I thirk the word means: Actual meaning:

Fart of speach:

My sentence using this word:

Guadalcanal

There was plenty of grumbling n the staff conferences at Guadaloanal about
Operation Cartwhesl being turned into Operation Shoestring Mumber Two,

W'hat Ithink the word means: Lctual meaning:

Part of speech:

My sentence using this word:

E

26
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Week 3 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 17-21 (p. 113-158)

command

Ir was tha commo nd overyone had beon waiting for

Wihat Ithink the word moore - Actuol mmnang-

Pairt of spoady:

A sartance s g thiz word:

malaria
Just bike Copot . Totarting palmng my molar i pill ket are putting it inomy
mouith .

What Irhink the word mes Actunl maanamg

Pt of spoed:

My gatanice uz g thiz word!

27
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Week 3 UGCGI:J-UIC!I‘:,‘ and Spelling List
Chapters 17-21 (p. 113-158)

banzai

Ina barmai attad | every Japanese soldiar would | aowe hiz poet amd come
Furwing at ol witha gun or a sward o even juet haz bare hand:

Winat Trhirk the ward maare A gl moaning:

Fart of speedi

My cenitanice g ing thas word:

C-rations
O of the favarit e thing: that we salu aed merg the suppl v pa dages that
were the Japanece aquialant of o e of C-rations.

Wiat Ithik the ward imaaie A ctusl magning:

Fart of speedi

My sontence us g thas word:

28
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Week 3 Vocabulary and Spelling List

Chapters 17-21 (p. 113-158)

booby trap
Cure envemieg had laarned that A meaei an coldiers love 1o taboe couvening
the Japanes o began to plant booby traps.

So

Wihat Lthark the word maons: A ctual mazning:

Flaart of 2peadh

Ay somtenco wing thiz word:

decipher
Aliheug they could not dedpher o mezsages  They bnow They were
| g fart

Wihat Lthank the word moors: A ctunl magming:

Faart of 2peadh:

My somt oo wsing this ward :

29
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Week 3 Vocabu
Chapters 17-21

lary and Spelling List
(p. 113-158)

criticism

Thad arownup hogring only arfiasmand hard words fromthe bila geanoa;

a kot our peopl =,

Wimat Lthink the word moans:

A ctual maoneng-

Fart of spoadh:

My centanice us g this ward:

bayonet

Ludkily Llarnded ontop of Sorgeant Curtis, followed close aftar by that

bayoret-wiclding jorhaod thars

Ty For my blood

Wihat Ithink the word meons:

A el meaning

Fart of spoadh:

Ry satance usng this ward:

30
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Week 3 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 17-21 (p. 113-158)

garrison
The aritir @ Ja parnes @ garvigon on Soipan of 30000 men was wiped out

Wihat Irhink the word mean:: A ctual megning:

Fart of spocdh-

A savbanics wzing thes weed:

deployed
The'd mostly beon daploved at Tuman Boy | but when thar commmndars
fwally raalized we waren't going noar thars they meved them to haad uz of
and bosad we ing,

Wihat Iehirk the word mogn:: A etual magning:

Part of spacdh

Ay santance using this word:
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Week 3 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 17-21 (p. 113-158)

casualties

W e lhad not suffarad mary @swlties, but one of them was Johrson
Hagzewood. ancther of cur Howjo code falkars

Wihat Itherd: the word magns: A crunl moanang:

Fart of spaedi

My convt end e w ing Thig word

Chamorros
Lirtle groupe of Chameries who had maraged 1o e @pe the Japa nese began
to come badk into Aaora.

Wimat Trhed the word moges A il NG

Fart of specdh:

Ay zatence s ing thiz ward:

32
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Week 4 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 22-Author’s Note (p. 159-231)

fatigue
The name the armed forces gave to that sickness of the mind and spirit was
"battle fatique".

Wichat I think the word means: Actual mearing:

Part of speech:

My sentence using this word:

Frogmen

They looked so much like unde nwater monsters that it made me
uneornfortable to lool: at them in their gear. Frogmen.

Withat I think the word means: Actual mearing:

Part of speech:

My sentence using this word:

33
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Week 4 Vocabulary and Spelling List

Chapters 22-Author’'s Note (p. 159-231)

kamikazes

Mo they were corirg inwaves of small planes called kamikazes.

Wrhat I think the ward means:

Actual meaning:

Part of speech:

vy sentence using this word:

insubordination

Samn had away to respond to people who called him Chied-as long as they
weren't superior of ficers who could bust him for insubordination,

Wrhat I think the ward means:

Actual meaning:

Part of speech:

My sentence uzing this ward:

34



Codetalker resource

Week 4 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 22-Author’s Note (p. 159-231)

sennimbari
They had o special name for those cotton waistbands: zennimbari

Wehat I think the word means: Actual mearing:

Part of speech:

My sentence using this word:

terrace

The Japaneze had waited untilwe Americans had swarmed up the first slope
and were like sitting ducks on the wide plain before the next terrace.

Withat T think the word means: Actual meaning:

Part of speech:

My sentence using this word:

35
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Week 4 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 22-Author’'s Note (p. 159-231)

shrapnel

Speaking above the deadly whirr of shrapnel, the snap of Japanese rifles, and
the ping of bullets bouncing of f our radio equipment,,

Wirhat I think the word means: Actual meaning:

Part of speech:

vy sentence using this word:

Qkinawa
I hear they's (the habu snakes) just a-crawlin' all over Ckinawa.

Wirhat I think the word means: Actual meaning:

Part of speech:

vy sentence using this word:
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Week 4 Vocabulary and Spelling List
Chapters 22-Author’'s Note (p. 159-231)

coup

There was an attempted coup, but it failed,

Wehat I think the ward means:

Actual meaning:

Part of speech:

My sentence using this word:

surrendering

Finally, o0 August 15, Emperor Hirohito spoke over the radio to the Japanese
people, telling them that Japan was surrendering.

Wehat I think the ward means:

Actual meaning:

Part of speech:

My sentence using this word:
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Week 4 vVocabulary and Spelling LIST
Chapters 22-Author’s Note (p. 159-231)

atomic

Paul and Rex were horrified at what they saw where our tua atomic bombs
had fallen.

Wrhat T think the word means: Actual meaning:

Part of spesch:

My sentence using this word:

sacred

We could tell our children and our grandehildren about the way our zocred
language helped this country.

Wrhat T think the word means: Actual meaning:

Part of speech:

My sentence using this word:

38
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FﬂI,FB.T_Ff MARI le DIV{SI Dhl “cnde lal[:ers are 5hmun an lhe 1s1and of M.dlll Hdwailan lslands., in TEHS
slmﬁjjqaﬁcrthcl: return from fhc, invasion of ['-m Jime They were taking a re:lrmhnr coursein communications,
befare returning to combat. but the war endad soon afiter this picture was taken. The photograph belongs ta Alhert
Smith of Rehoboth, who is in the pn::ture ‘Navajo code talkers will be special puests Saturday night in Chicagu at
1H':1mal,banqquu ql‘ the Ilnd annual ;ri:unmn or the Fﬂl:lrlh Mnrme [Hwvision A &\nnmtmn :

S
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NEWSPAPER ARTICLE INFORMATION
ON THE NAVAJO CODE TALKERS

Form 1 Write your own newspaper article telling
about the Navajo Code talkers.

The Navajo Code Tallcers

Statement of Iniormation
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HEADLINES

Fead the following parazraph about the Wavajo Code Talkers. After thinking about the
content of the paragraph, create five or more headlines for the paragraph. Femember that
headlines showld be short, carch the amsntion of the reader, and ralay a messags. The
object of a headline is to zet the reader to comipleee the anicle that is wrinen.

After 56 vears since the end of World War IL, on July 2001, the
first group of Navajo Code Talkers (the original 29) who were
chosen and developed the code, were given the Gold
Congressional Medal of Honor in Washington, DC. Only five
were alive and only four were able to attend. In November
2001, the other approximately 400 Navajo Code tallers were
given the Silver Congressional Medal of Honor in Window
Rock, AZ. Only a handful of Navajo Code Talkers are siill
alive today.

A sample headlms for the above paragraph migh: be: BETTER LATE THAN NEVEER!

My headlines for the paragraph:
1

[

Lad
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TEN MOST IMPORTANT WORDS

Read the following parazraph about the Navaje men and women who served in Werld
Warl Mark through any words that you feal are vnimipartant to the eal message of the
paragraph, like the word “the " Contmie marking until you have the ten most inportant
words left that are pot deleted. Wiite these ten words oo the lives below. Compare your
list of words with your classmates

When World War I broke out in the Spring of 1914, thousands
of Navajo men and women volunteered their services to the
war efforts. They fought in the overseas places of France,
Germany, and Italy and received numerons awards and
decorations for outstanding duty; many were cited for bravery
under fire. A large number of Navajo women on the Navajo
Eeservation were active in Red Cross, and several Navajos
bought Liberty Bond: and were involved in other war efforts.

The ten words that I fzel are the most imporant iz the paragraph are the followms:

1

(]

[F¥

(=1
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FACT/OPINION

A fact 15 2 sianement that can Be proven to be 2. An opinden is what cne feals o be
mue in hisher mied It is imporant to be able to know the difference when readms
written material. Mews artcles should stare the facts withowt giving the opinion of the
reporter. Sometimes the headlives seem slanted, but the article should be goly what
really happened and can be proved. Opintons that t2ll how 2 person fzels abour lssues are
found on the Editorial Page. You know that these are opizions bafors you begin to read.

opinions.

Yur tazk is to create five factual statements about the Mavajo Code Talkers and then to
change these factal sentences fo opmions. Ao example mipht be:

FACT: The Mavajo Code Talkers ware Manpes in World War IT.
OFDNICN: The Navajo Ceds Talkers were the best fighters tin World War I

While the fact that the Wavaje Code Talkers served in Warld War II cap be proved e
by records or talking to those that sill survive, it cacnet be proved that they were the
“biest fighters™ becanse there were macy brave fighters of all cultares o the War.

My fiwe facmal statemsnts abaut the Mavaje Code Talkers are:

1

(=]

Lk

My five opinion s@tements from my facnal information are

1

(=]

[F¥]
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CAUSE/EFFECT

When events m history happen, it is mipartant to keow the cause of the event. For
mstance, “Becaaze World War began, many Navajo men joived the Maripes as Code
Talkers.” The word “becanse™ is a clue to the fnct that the war was the cause and the
MNavajos joiming the Marinss was the effect of the war.

Wour task iz to create cause’effect satements about World War II and the Mavajo Code

Talkers. Use your research and study to guide your thinking. The following forms naght
belp you to identify the canzz and the affect of your smiemants:

1. Because

[ o]

. Since

3. When

3. Because

consequently

6. Because

the result was
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GRAPHIC ORGANIZER FORM 2

.

WHAT?

46
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WHERE?
:

47
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Basic Paragraph Outline

Paragroph One
Topic Sentence:

Detail Sentence:

Detail Sentence:

Detail Sentence:

Concluding Sentence:

Tronsition Words possible for next paragraph:

Paragraph Two
Topic Sentence:

Detail Sentence:

Detail Sentence:

Detail Sentence:

Concluding Sentence:

Tronsiticn Words possible for next paragraph:

Paragroph Three
Taopic Sentence:

Detail Sentence:

Detail Sentence:

Detail Sentence:

Concluding Sentence:

49
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Transition Words possible Tor next paragroph:

Paragraph Four
Topic Sentence:

Detail Sentence:

Detail Sentence:

Detail Sentence:

Concluding Sentence:

50
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Transition Words

A tramsition is a word or phrase that connects the reader from one idea to another
in paragraphs. The following transitions words and phrases help link the
paragraphs and the ideas of your eszay together.

After

After that
Afferward

Also

Angther

At first

At last

At the same fime
Finally

First (secord, third, efc))
For example

Far instance
Furthermore

Transition Words

Howewer Soon
Ir addition Then
In spite of To begin with
Irstead When
In the first place

Later

Meonwhile

Moreover

Mevertheless

Mext

One

On the other hand

Cther

Similarky

Choose from these special fransition werds to begin your last paragraph

Ag a result
Consequenthy
In conclusion
In summary
Finally
Therefore
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tdea that is clear idea and is supparied of 3 main idea, or it

and exact with some detail. 13 not posalals to fell
the main idea.

All parts of the The detatls are comect Any details do not
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tharoughly. idea idea.

All of the infommation The questions are The information is

15 COmect and AnsWers answered. ot complete.

all of the quesdons

tharoughly.

The paper is written Tl paper uses most The paper ic written m

m comect form and of the comect fonm and o paragraph.

CORIALDS An mmaductiony COniAlns an mmsduciory
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ermars in spelling.
PUDCTUATIOn 87 USAEE.

Some trapsiton is used
o make the paragraphs
flow.

Thers iz some evidance
of editing with errors m
spelling. punchiation, or
nzage that do mo? take

away from the meanms.
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F

15/11-Jwn HEADJUARTERS
AMPHIRIOUS FORGE, FACIFIO FLEET,
' CAMF ELLIOTT, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA
¥arch &, 1lB4E
From: The Commending General.
To: The Gommendsnt, U. B, Marinez Corpe.
Bubjects Erlistmant of Mavahe Indlana.

Enclosures! {Ag Brochure by Mr. Philip Johnsten, with maps.
B) MBeasagss uesd ln demonstratlon.

2 Hr. Philip Johnszton of Los Angeles recsnily
ofrared kla ssrvices to thie Torce to demonatrate fhe nee of
Indiars for the transmission of messsges by telephone snd
veleg-radis, His offer was sccepted and the demonetration
was held Tor the CUommanding Cenersl =nd his star’.

2. The demonstration was lnterest and ougcese-
ful. Magegages were trensmitted and recelved 6t verbatim.
In conduetlng the demonstraticn messsges were written by a
menber of thes stal’” and handed to the Indien; he would trane-
mit the messagesin his tribal dlalect and the Indlan on the
cther end would write theam down in English. The text of
messages a8 written and recelved ars enclosed. The Indians
do not heve many military terms ln thelr dlalect &0 1t was
necessary Lo glve them a few mlaoutgs, before the descnaira-
tion, te improvise words for dlve-bomblng, anti-tank gun, ete.

B M». Johnaton etated that the Kaveho lz tha oaly
t=ibe in the United Btases that has not been infefted with
Garman students éuring the cast twenty years. Thess Garmens,
etudying the ¥arlous tribal dlalscts under thndfu;nu of art
students, snthropologlate, ete., have undoudbtedly atialned a
F:ml warking knowledge of all tribal dialects excert Kavaho.

'or thie resson the Navane is the only tribe avallable offer-
ing cospletes securlity for the tyoe of work under censiderstlon.
It i& noted in Kr. Johmeton's artlole (enelosed] that the Hav-
sho 1s the largest trlbe but the lowest ln literacy. He gtat-
ed, however, that 1,000 — if that zany were needed — could
be found with the necessary qualifications. It ehould elec be
noted thet the Kewveho tribal dislect le comoletely unintellig-
ible to =211 other tribes and all other neople, with the pose-
ibtle exception of as zany ae 26 Amerlcans wao have mode & study
&f the dlaleet, This dlalect is thus equivalent to a seoret
code to the enesy, and adnlrably sulted rfor rapld, securs com-
munléatlon.
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INTRODUCTIO!
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around a stick and wrote 2 message along the length of the stick
and umwound the belt. No one could read the message unless he
had a stick exacly the same size

During wr times, many types of codes were invented 0 send
messages that the enemmy could not wnderstand; however, noe was
50 successful as that created by the Navajo Code Talkers in World
WarlL

‘The Navajo, 2 peaceful people living mostly in Arizona and known
more for their artistry n creating portery and weaving blankets
were able o write down an oral vocabulery and wse it to

‘completely styuue the Japanese in the Pacific Islands where the
Marines were fighting for control.

Youwill begin a stady of these very brave Americans and their
‘conibution to the winning of World War T by the United States
and s allies. You will see that they were true heroes, yet went
mrecognized and unkeralded by the United States Government
ntl] nearly if
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Student Journal

Code Talker

by Joseph Bruchac

Reading Schedule

Group members:

Name:

Author’s Note

Code Talker Student Journal Due Date Discussion Date
Introduction Pages 2-4
Chapters 1-9 Pages 5-6
Chapters 10-16 Pages 7-8
Chapters 17-21 Pages 9-10
Chapters 22— Pages 11-12

The Exchange

Assessment

o’
K\
QS'
%)
<
% How can
_,"f <& language divide

and unite people?





Code Talker

Getting Started

The principal of your school wants to raise test scores. He decides that
all students must learn a new language called “Babble.” The principal
feels that learning this language will increase students’ critical thinking
abilities and that will increase their test scores.

Once the students learn Babble, they are forbidden to speak any other
language in school. Students who use the language correctly are
rewarded with parties. They all speak Babble at the parties. Those who
don’t speak Babble well are not invited to the parties. Instead they have
to spend more time studying Babble.

Make notes about how this would affect you.

¢ How would you feel about having to use this new language?
¢ How could this language unite you with people?

e How could it separate you from people?

Connect to The Exchange Question Discuss how this situation
could relate to The Exchange Question: How can language divide
and unite people? Summarize your discussion.

Student Journal page 20f 12 © Hampton-Brown





Code Talker

Introduction

Read the Introduction on pages 9-11 in Code Talker. The Introduction will
help you understand key concepts in the book. Knowing them will help
you discuss and write about the book.

The Introduction includes information about

¢ why the Navajo language was used in WWII
¢ how the Navajo code works
¢ why the author wrote the book

After you read the Introduction, answer these questions to check your
understanding.

1. Why were Navajos used as code talkers?

2. Who created the Navajo code and how does it work?

3. Why did Joseph Bruchac write Code Talker? What research did he do?

Student Journal page 3 of 12
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Introduction: Key Concepts

Personal Experience Chart

Study the Personal Experience Chart for recruit. Write a sentence
using the word recruit.

Personal Experience Chart

Key Concept: __recruit

Code Talker

Key Concepts

confidential
conform
contribution
recruit
tolerate

Define or rename: __10 Supply a group with new members or
employees; to engage people for military service

Specific Examples

School: The baseball Work: The restaurant
feam begam to recruit had to recruit more
new members after waiters so they

losing a lot of Games. hired me.

mififar\j: The mififar\j
beaam to recruit
new memloerg ][Y‘Om

our college after the

war loegam.

Personal Connection:

On a separate sheet of paper, create a similar Personal Experience

Chart for each of the Key Concept words.

Student Journal page 4 of 12

© Hampton-Brown





Code Talker

Respond to Chapters 1-9

1. Personal Response Ned tells about some of the Navajo traditions,
sayings, and ceremonies. What traditions does your family have and
how are they important to you?

2. Paraphrase What does Ned mean when he says that Johnny
“was a different man” after he returned from the war? Use the word
contribution in your response.

3. Character’s Point of View Why is Ned so upset about his punishment
from Mr. Straight?

4. Generate Questions Write a question about this section for someone
else reading this book. Exchange questions with them. Do you agree
with their answer?

Student Journal page 5 of 12 © Hampton-Brown





Code Talker

Respond to Chapters 1-9, continued

5. Character’s Point of View In Chapters 1-9, Ned leaves home and
his life changes. List what happens to Ned at mission school in the
Causes column and then list the effects of these events.

Cause and Effect Chart

Causes Effects
4 N 4 )

What happens at mission school that makes Ned so eager to become
a Marine?

Student Journal page 6 of 12 © Hampton-Brown
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Respond to Chapters 10-16

1. Personal Response The Navajo language is very important to the war
effort. Why is your language important to you?

2. Summarize Why are the code talkers never officially recognized
during the war? Use the word confidential in your response.

3. Mood What is the mood at Fort Elliot like? How does it make Ned and
the other Navajo Marines feel?

4. Generate Questions Write a question about this section for someone
else reading this book. Exchange questions with them. Do you agree
with their answer?

Student Journal page 7 of 12 © Hampton-Brown





Code Talker

Respond to Chapters 10-16, continued

5. Cause and Effect Ned goes through boot camp, learns the code,

and prepares for fighting. List Ned'’s feelings and experiences in the
Details Web.

Details Web

and Experiences

at Boot Camp

Ned’s Feelings l

How does being Navajo affect Ned’s feelings and experiences in
the Marines?

Student Journal page 8 of 12
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Code Talker

Respond to Chapters 17-21

1. Personal Response Ned is glad that friends surround him during the
war. Who or what helps you deal with tough experiences? Why?

2. Parallelism Do you see any parallels between how the Japanese treat
the native islanders and how the United States treat Native Americans?
Use the word tolerate in your response.

3. Minor Characters Who are the minor characters that Ned encounters
while he is on Bougainville and Guam? Why are they included in the
story?

4. Generate Questions Write a question about this section for someone
else reading this book. Exchange questions with them. Do you agree
with their answer?

Student Journal page 9 of 12 © Hampton-Brown





Code Talker

Respond to Chapters 17-21, continued

5. Setting In Chapters 17-21, you read about the first two islands Ned is
sent to during the war. Write characteristics and events that occur on
each island and on both.

Venn Diagram

How do the different settings affect the marines? What helps them
deal with their challenges?

Student Journal page 10 of 12

© Hampton-Brown





Code Talker

Respond to Chapters 22-Author’s Note

1. Personal Response Ned and the other code talkers are proud
of the important work they do during the war. Describe a job or
accomplishment that you are proud of.

2. Summarize Who are the Thought Police? Why do you think the
Japanese military feels it is necessary to form this organization? Use
the word conform in your response.

3. Comparisons Compare the American newspapers and the Japanese
newspapers. How are the descriptions of the war in each newspaper
different?

4. Connect Look at your notes on Student Journal, page 2. Think about what might
happen if you were forced to speak a new language. Compare this to Code Talker.
Why does the Navajo language divide and unite Ned and other people?

Student Journal page 11 of 12 © Hampton-Brown





Code Talker

Respond to Chapters 22—Author’s Note, continued

5. Perspectives Ned and the other code talkers help bring the war to
an end. List the ways Navajos were treated after the war. Use the
Details Tree to answer the question.

Details Tree

Treatment After the War

If you were a code talker, how would you have felt about what
happened to you after the war?

Student Journal page 12 of 12 © Hampton-Brown
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Week 1 Vocabulary and Spelling List


Chapters 1-9 (p. 1-56)




		Navajo 

It is a true story of how Navajo Marine helped America win a great war.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		hogan

However, I did drag my feet as I came out from behind our Hogan to see what I knew I would see.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		turquoise 

She wore all her silver and turquoise jewelry.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		mission 

Now he was taking me there, to Gallup, where the mission school was located.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		misfortune

Cutting your hair was believed to bring misfortune to you.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		Bilagá anaa 

To learn the ways of the bilagáanaa, the white people, is a good thing.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		military

In exchange for my clothing and jewelry, I issued a military-style uniform made of cloth that was rough and itchy.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		Marine

As a Marine, one of the proud and few, you will have the chance to travel, learn new skills, and meet interesting people.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		sacred

In the past, no enemies had ever been able to invade their sacred islands.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		ceremony 

There is not much to say about the time between the noon meal and the evening when the ceremony began.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		platoon

In most recruit platoons, there are even men who have never held a gun.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		Blessingway 

With the protection of Hozhqqjí, “the Blessingway”, I might be kept safe when I went into danger.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








3
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Week 2 Vocabulary and Spelling List


Chapters 10-16 (p. 57-112)




		exile 

Now, eighty years later, Navajos were making that same trip again. This time, though, it was not to go into exile.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		calisthenics

Running, climbing, and doing calisthenics was easy for me.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		sergeant 

We burst out laughing. Even the sergeant shook his head in amusement.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		amphibious 

After all we were called Marines and were part of amphibious units.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		leatherneck

The first was that I was now a real leatherneck.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		Japanese

After the war the Japanese had decided to be prepared for something like that if they had to fight America.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		pollen

I took corn pollen from the pouch I always carried at my waist, touched it to my tongue and the top of my head, then lifted it up to the four sacred directions as I greeted the dawn.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		translated

After it was written, it could be translated.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		“alligator”

They did so for the equipment we used-like the name “alligator” given to our landing boats.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		reconnaissance 

Aerial reconnaissance had revealed where the main concentrations of Japanese defenders seemed to be.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		bombardment

Our naval bombardment went on and on, but I could feel in my bones that there were still enemy soldiers alive on Blue Beach.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		Guadalcanal 

There was plenty of grumbling in the staff conferences at Guadalcanal about Operation Cartwheel being turned into Operation Shoestring Number Two.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:
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Week 3 Vocabulary and Spelling List


Chapters 17-21 (p. 113-158)




		command 

It was the command everyone had been waiting for.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		malaria

Just like Coyote, I starting palming my malaria pill before putting it in my mouth.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		banzai 

In a banzai attack, every Japanese soldier would leave his post and come running at you with a gun or a sword or even just his bare hands.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		C-rations 

One of the favorite things that we salvaged were the supply packages that were the Japanese equivalent of our cans of C-rations.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		booby trap

Our enemies had learned that American soldiers love to take souvenirs. So the Japanese began to plant booby traps.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		decipher

Although they could not decipher our messages, they knew they were important.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		criticism

I had grown up hearing only criticism and hard words from the bilagáanaas about our people..



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		bayonet

Luckily I landed on top of Sergeant Curtis, followed close after by that bayonet-wielding jarhead thirsty for my blood.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		garrison

The entire Japanese garrison on Saipan of 20,000 men was wiped out.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		deployed 

They’d mostly been deployed at Tumon Bay, but when their commanders finally realized we weren’t going near there, they moved them to head us off and boxed us in..



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		casualties

We had not suffered many casualties, but one of them was Johnson Housewood, another of our Navajo code talkers.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		Chamorros 

Little groups of Chamorros who had managed to escape the Japanese began to come back in to Agana.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:
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		fatigue 

The name the armed forces gave to that sickness of the mind and spirit was “battle fatigue”.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		Frogmen

They looked so much like underwater monsters that it made me uncomfortable to look at them in their gear. Frogmen.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		kamikazes 

Now they were coming in waves of small planes called kamikazes.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		insubordination

Sam had a way to respond to people who called him Chied-as long as they weren’t superior officers who could bust him for insubordination.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		sennimbari

They had a special name for those cotton waistbands: sennimbari



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		terrace

The Japanese had waited until we Americans had swarmed up the first slope and were like sitting ducks on the wide plain before the next terrace.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		shrapnel

Speaking above the deadly whirr of shrapnel, the snap of Japanese rifles, and the ping of bullets bouncing off our radio equipment,.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		Okinawa

I hear they’s (the habu snakes) just a-crawlin’ all over Okinawa.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		coup

There was an attempted coup, but it failed.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		surrendering 

Finally, on August 15, Emperor Hirohito spoke over the radio to the Japanese people, telling them that Japan was surrendering.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		atomic

Paul and Rex were horrified at what they saw where our two atomic bombs had fallen.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








		sacred 

We could tell our children and our grandchildren about the way our sacred language helped this country.



		What I think the word means:



		Actual meaning:



		Part of speech:






		My sentence using this word:








2



SMART Notebook


Name: _________________________________  Number: ___________

Code Talker Quiz Chapters 1-9



1.
Why did Kii Yazhi’s uncle encourage his sister, Kii Yazhii’s mom, to send the boy to mission school? (Use RAS)


2.
What happened at the mission school that stripped the Navajo children of their culture? List at least 3 different things in your response. (Use RAS)


3.
Ned appeared to his teachers to be a model student.  How was he quietly defying their authority (behind their backs)? (Use RAS)


4.
How were the Navajo recruits from the 1st platoon better prepared for boot camp than their average white peers? List 3 examples in your response.  (Use RAS)

5.
Think about what you know about the Ojibwe culture and what you have learned about the Navajo culture.  Using the Venn diagram below, compare and contrast the two cultures. You must have at least 3 similarities and 3 differences in your answer.
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Code Talker Quiz Chapters 10-16



1.
How are the experiences at boot camp similar to the experiences at the Navajo mission schools? (Use RAS)


2.
Ned Begay speaks to his grandchildren in Chapter 12 about being proud. In his opinion, what is the difference between being proud and becoming self-important? (Use RAS)


3.
What was the purpose of assigning Ned’s division of Code Talkers to Hawaii?  List 3 things they would be doing there in your response. (Use RAS)


4.
Ned talks about how good it is to have a friend by your side in battle.  If you were going off to war, which person would you want to have next to you during combat?  (Use RAS)

5.
In Chapters 10-16, Ned goes off to boot camp, learns code, and eventually goes off to battle. List what happens to Ned at code school in the Causes column and then list the effects of these events.



Causes





Effects



[image: image1]
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Code Talker Quiz Chapters 17-21



1.
When the author described Bougainville he used a lot of description. Think of an example that the author wrote that really helped you understand what it was like on Bougainville. Why did that example help? (Use RAS)


2.
What are some similarities of how the Japanese treat the native islanders and the United Stated Government treatment of the Native Americans? (Use RAS)


3.
At what point did the military leader really believe the Navajos were dependable.?(Use RAS)


4.
Ned was taught in boarding school that all Navajos were lazy, couldn’t be taught and that they would never be as good as any white man. What was written about then Navajo Code Talkers in a report? List at least three qualities that were used in the report. Why did this make the sun shine in Ned’s heart?  (Use RAS)

5.
There has been a lot of battles, killing and pain during the last few chapters. How do you predict the story will end?
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Code Talkers Study Guide 


1. When Ned first began boarding school, what made him feel ashamed?


2. Why wasn’t Ned surprised that the Navajos didn’t wash out (fail) of boot camp?


3. After Georgia Boy asked him to read a letter from Ma, Ned realized that---


4. What did Ned see as a sign that he was meant to do code talking?


5. Why did code talkers say “Arizona” or New Mexico before sending a message?


6. Ned and the Navajos made Stormy think they were the toughest Marines by---


7. The message about a “man trap” was sent to warn men that---


8. Why did Wilsie put Charlie Begay’s dog tag into Charlie’s mouth?


9. In an Iwo Jima cave, what did Ned and the Marines find that made them angry?


10. After the war, why did Ned’s family insist he have an Enemyway?


SMART Notebook
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Code Talkers final essay question

Please choose one of the following questions as your final test. Use a separate piece of lined paper to answer your questions.

Ned survives both the hardship of boarding school and the trauma of war. How is Ned able to get through these difficulties? Which of his personal qualities do you think help him most during these hard times?


or


In Code Talker, the character Ned Begay is telling his grandchildren the story of his time spent as a Marine in WWII. How do you think Ned’s grandchildren would feel about their grandfather after hearing about his experiences? What do you think is the most important lesson that Ned’s grandchildren might learn from his story?

or


Ned carries a pouch of corn pollen with him. What does this pouch mean to Ned, and how does he use it? What would an Ojibwe person carry with them? How is this similar?
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Code Talkers Study Guide 


1. When Ned first began boarding school, what made him feel ashamed?


having his hair cut

2. Why wasn’t Ned surprised that the Navajos didn’t wash out (fail) of boot camp?


skills recruits needed to learn were part of everyday Navajo life


3. After Georgia Boy asked him to read a letter from Ma, Ned realized that---


white people aren’t born knowing everything

4. What did Ned see as a sign that he was meant to do code talking?


his nickname, wolachii or Ant , was the first alphabet word in the code

5. Why did code talkers say “Arizona” or New Mexico before sending a message?


to prevent other operators from mistaking them for Japanese

6. Ned and the Navajos made Stormy think they were the toughest Marines by---


using prickley pear cactus juice instead of water from their canteens

7. The message about a “man trap” was sent to warn men that---


the Japanese had booby-trapped equipment and other things

8. Why did Wilsie put Charlie Begay’s dog tag into Charlie’s mouth?


to make sure the “dead’ man’s identification wouldn’t get lost

9. In an Iwo Jima cave, what did Ned and the Marines find that made them angry?


boxes of canned goods that Americans donated to Japan before the war

10. After the war, why did Ned’s family insist he have an Enemyway?


he was wounded in mind and spirit and had to be brought back into balance
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